
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  March 1, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I am writing to let you know about an incident that occurred this afternoon so that you can have accurate 

information to share with your child. 

 

At about 12:20 p.m., a teacher in one of our classrooms noticed an unattended purse-type bag along a 

wall of the classroom. There were no students in the class at the time. 

 

The teacher opened the bag and noticed a firearm in it. He immediately called an administrator, who 

responded along with our School Resource Officer. The SRO retrieved the gun. It was loaded.  

 

The administrator was able to identify the student to whom the bag belonged. The student was in another 

class at the time and the SRO went to the class to apprehend the student. He was arrested by police and 

taken out of our building.  

 

At this time, we do not believe any other students saw the gun in the bag or were aware of it. We also 

have no reports that the gun was used to threaten anyone. To date, we have been unable to determine 

why the student had the gun in school.  

 

The safety and security of our students and staff is paramount, and this is something that we take very, 

very seriously. Possession of a firearm on a school campus is the most serious offense in our Code of 

Student Conduct, and I will pursue disciplinary action accordingly. 

 

Please take time tonight to talk to your child about this matter, and about the need for our students to be 

taught in a place that is safe and free from threats. If your discussions bring to light any information that 

may be pertinent to this matter, please call the school or police immediately.  

 

Please also urge your child to alert a responsible adult immediately if they hear anything that makes 

them feel unsafe. Further, our school system operates a Student Safety Hotline at 1-877-676-9854 that is 

in operation 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Callers to that line can remain anonymous. 

 

We will continue to be vigilant every day, and I thank you in advance for your partnership in this effort.  

 

  Sincerely, 

 

 

  Merlene Clarke 

  Principal 

 

MC/bm 

 


